Leonard J. Reichert (19.. —1945)
Leonard Reichert Home of Record islisted as Chula Vista, CA.

He was a pilot flying in the U.S. Navy in the Pacific during WWII. He had 24 months of
active service.

In Sept 1944, Lt Reichert, USNR, reported to the newly established VPB-119 at NAAS
Camp Kearney, CA. He was the Qualified Pilot (PPC) of Crew 9A. He flew the Patrol
Bomber, the PB4Y-2 “Privateer” aircraft. A collatera duty was listed as Photographer.
He made Lieutenant on October 1, 1944. Various missions for the Privateer included
sinking various enemy surface craft, submarines and aircraft. The Privateer was an adept
and capable aircraft, and the squadron was credited with the “numerous destruction of
enemy craft”.

In February 1945, one month prior to Lt Reichert’s death, he was on a training mission
with a drone and the crew was firing a atowed sleeve. A live round “cooked off” in the
starboard blister turret and caused extensive damage to the aircraft, including loss of
ailerons, aflat tire, and extreme shaking of the aircraft. Lt Reichert landed safely and
stated that was the “worst emergency he's ever had and he's had twenty-one months
combat duty. Just hope that's my worst one for same length of time”.

On 2 March, 1945, Lt. Reichert and his crew landed at Clark Airbase in their PB4Y
“Privateer” and taxied to a full stop on the runway. Prior to exiting to the taxiway, the
aircraft was struck by a B-24 who landed long. This tragic accident resulted in the death
of Lt Reichert. He was buried the following day at the Air Force Cemetery near the
airbase. He had been in combat operations for 22 months. Japanese were fighting less
than 3 miles from the airbase at that time. He was considered an excellent pilot and afine
officer by his crew.

Official Log reads as follows:

{a) Ou 2 Mareh 1945, It. Lecmard WJ* REICHERT, UENR, (130280), landed
at Clark Field;, P.I.; arrivisg from Owi Islasd, im PRLY-2, Ba Ne. 59429.
He waited at the end of the rumway for o FBAY-1l to land before

to the parking area, The PRBAYT-1l was waable te stop at the end of the
runway and orashed imto the PBAY-2, KKlling Lt. REICHERT and dasaging
the plane se sericualy that it was surveyed for parts the same day.
Other members of the crew ssceped without sericus injury.



His address from the back of the “Cruise Book” was:

Reichert, Leonard J., Lieut.
248 Fondulac A,
Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin
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(Aboveinformation furnished from logbooks of J.H. Etheredge, 111 (ARM 2/c))



